




 

 

WWF’s Earth Hour 2019 
Campaign Overview 

 
 

A new role for Earth Hour 

Starting as a symbolic lights out event in Sydney in 2007, WWF’s Earth Hour has grown to become the 
world's largest grassroots movement for the environment. It’s been more successful than we ever 
imagined - inspiring individuals, communities, businesses and organizations and reaching more than 180 
countries and territories in 2018.  

While climate change remains a vital issue for our planet, we believe the spotlight must also focus on the 
accelerating loss of nature and the threats this poses to us all. We need a new deal for nature and people, 
to generate and galvanize attention in a similar way to what was achieved with the 2015 Paris agreement 
on climate change. And we need the Earth Hour movement to play a key role.  

This Earth Hour, we will invite our hundreds of millions of supporters and global networks to spark never-
before-had conversations on the loss of nature around them. We need to reach more people than ever, 
helping them to understand why nature is so vital for their health, well-being and prosperity, and why we 
need urgent action.  

Over the past decade, Earth Hour has helped bring climate action to the top of the agenda. Now is the 
time for us to build on this to create a broader movement for nature.  

 

A journey to reverse the loss of nature 

The journey to reverse the loss of nature starts here. 

We will have a tremendous opportunity to influence the future direction of some of the world’s most 
important policy instruments for sustainable development in the year 2020: the Paris Agreement, 
Sustainable Development Goals and UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). We need policy makers 
to reset the agenda so that by 2030 the loss of nature starts to reverse. 

We believe that if people better understand what nature gives them - that it is not a ‘nice to have’ - they 
will try harder to protect it. Our global network is joining together to help connect people to the benefits 
and values of nature (and the danger of its loss) - a vital first step in building support for the global policy 
changes needed to reverse nature loss. 

Earth Hour is one of the key opportunities for us to drive awareness, conversations and actions in the 
public and media to spotlight on this issue. We’ve partnered with the UN Convention for Biological 
Diversity (CBD) to achieve its Aichi Biodiversity Target 1 so that hundreds of millions of people understand 



 

the importance of biodiversity, which plays a critical role in protecting both people and nature.  

 

‘Nature Matters’ 

Nature not only provides us with all the things we need to live - from the air we breathe to the water we 

drink, and from the shelter we need to the economy we rely on - but also makes our lives better. However, 

its growing loss puts this all under threat. This Earth Hour, join millions around the world to turn off the 

lights and speak up about why nature matters. #Connect2Earth 

For the past 10 years, people around the world have come together every Earth Hour to support efforts 

to tackle climate change. And, together, we have created a powerful movement that helped deliver strong 

global commitments to tackling this threat. 

Climate change remains a big challenge for us all. But another urgent threat now demands our attention: 

the loss of nature. These two combined threats mean we must act - and now.   

No Plastic in Nature Initiative 

The Philippines is the 3rd biggest plastic polluter of oceans in the world. Single-use plastics (SUPs), which are 

used on an average of 7 minutes, take more than 100 years to decompose. Worse, they break up into 

smaller pieces called microplastic. These can be ingested by fish, and make it up the food chain to humans. 

In its continuing effort to conserve the environment, the WWF network launched the “No Plastic in Nature 

Initiative” which aims to stop plastics from entering nature through: elimination of unnecessary plastic; 

doubling reuse, recycling and recovery; and ensuring remaining plastic is sourced responsibly by 2030. 

Adopting this initiative, WWF – Philippines targets to work on three work streams: (1) cities to push for 

local policies and legislations on SUP reduction, recycling, and waste management; (2) businesses through 

the Sustainable Journey to eliminate SUPs in the supply chain and to establish a circular economy path; 

and (3) general public through the #AyokoNgPlastik movement to spearhead individual actions to reduce 

and eventually eradicate single-use plastics in the country. Together with other vital partners, WWF-

Philippines aims to achieve a long-term solution to this environmental problem that significantly 

contributes to nature loss. 

To achieve its goal of eliminating plastic waste in the Philippines by reducing plastic waste leakage in the 

oceans by 80 to 100% by December 2030, WWF-Philippines believes that the way to end the plastics crisis 

is for the businesses, government, and consumers to work together. 

 



 

Creating a Better World with the Boy Scouts of the Philippines 

This year, WWF has partnered with the Boy Scouts of the Philippines to further engage the youth in 

addressing pressing environmental problems such as the issue of plastic pollution. In line with the “Scout 

for SDGs” of the World Organization of the Scout Movement, Earth Hour is the beginning of a partnership 

that goes beyond the hour with the goal of creating a better world and a future where both nature and 

humans thrive. 

It all starts with Earth Hour 2019 

WWF’s Earth Hour 2019 is an amazing opportunity for everyone to #Connect2Earth and declare 

#AyokoNgPlastik as a way to start changing the planet for the better. As one nation, we can join millions 

around the world to switch off the lights and shed a light on the issue of single-use plastics and why we 

need to address it to help reverse nature loss. Nature matters and so do our voices. Let’s all raise 

awareness and help change mindsets and habits when it comes single-use plastic usage towards our 

ultimate goal of mobilizing public support for legislations on plastic waste management.    

For more about WWF’s work in helping to reverse nature loss, visit panda.org/connect2earth.   

To engage in conversations on plastics, join facebook.com/groups/ayokongplastik. 

 

 


