
AUXILIARY ACTIVITIES  
FOR THE WORLD SCOUT ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

Scouts Go Solar (SGS) and Youth and United Nations Global Alliance (YUNGA) 
 
 
1. Scouts Go Solar 

 
The Scouts go Solar (SgS) project is a global environmental project by the World Organization 
of the Scout Movement (WOSM), Greenpeace and Solafrica. Solafrica is a Swiss non-
governmental organization which works in close collaboration with the Kandersteg 
International Scout Centre (KISC) in Switzerland. The project aims to raise awareness on 
climate change and sustainability solutions among Scouts and provides age-appropriate 
learning-by-doing activities on renewable energy technology, particularly solar energy.  
 
The partnership, which started in July 2013, resulted in pilot projects with two National Scout 
Organizations (NSOs) in 2014. The first pilot project was launched in Manila in collaboration 
with the Boy Scouts of the Philippines and the second pilot project was launched in Islamabad 
in collaboration with the Pakistan Boy Scouts Association. Subsequently, training courses for 
Scout leaders and workshops for Scouts were introduced to Scout groups in Brazil, Côte 
d'Ivoire, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Namibia, Pakistan, Peru and the Philippines.  
 
These workshops and training courses were executed by Solar Ambassadors representing all 
the Scout Regions. Some of them were trained at KISC where they gained practical experience 
on basic solar energy principles and concepts, and learned to assemble a solar torch, use a 
do-it yourself solar suitcase for camps and create a solar campfire. 
 
The objectives of the Scouts go Solar project were to launch the Solar Badge and the Solar 
Energy Handbook. The soft launch of the Solar Badge and the Solar Energy handbook took 
place at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree Japan in August 2015. Both were officially launched 
on 16 September 2015 during the Asia-Pacific Region Environmental Education in Scouting 
Workshop in Islamabad, Pakistan.  
 
It is important to note that the Solar Badge is linked to the World Scout 
Environment Badge and assists in the achievement of the third and fourth aim of 
the World Scout Environment Programme (WSEP). 
 
For reference, attached is the Framework for the Scout Solar Badge Challegence under the 
World Scout Environment Programme. Likewise, the Solar Energy Handbook may accessed 
thru this link:  
https://www.scout.org/sites/default/files/scout_news/Solar_Energy_Handbook_20151022.p
df 
 
 

2. Youth and United Nations Global Alliance 
 
Formed in 2009, the Youth and United Nations Global Alliance (YUNGA) is a partnership 
between United Nations agencies, civil society organizations and other entities that work with 
children and young people. 

https://www.scout.org/sites/default/files/scout_news/Solar_Energy_Handbook_20151022.pdf
https://www.scout.org/sites/default/files/scout_news/Solar_Energy_Handbook_20151022.pdf


 
YUNGA acts as a gateway for children and youth from around the world to participate in the 
activities and initiatives of the United Nations. YUNGA seeks to empower children and young 
people to have a greater role in society, raise awareness and become active agents of change. 
YUNGA aims to engage young people in activities of key environmental and social concern at 
both national and international levels. 
 
YUNGA partners are collaborating on a number of projects, ranging from YUNGA’s flagship 
educational series of Challenge Badges and Youth Guides, to capacity building programmes, 
international competitions, and programmes inspiring active youth participation. 
 
YUNGA is hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and 
based in FAO’s headquarters in Rome, Italy. 
 
You may access all the available YUNGA Challenge Badge Series through this link: 
http://www.fao.org/yunga/resources/challenge-badges/en/ 
 
The specific challenge badge series integrated in the World Scout Environment Programme 
(WSEP) may be accessed via the following link: 
 
2.1. Biodiversity Challenge Badge 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i1885e/i1885e00.htm 
 

2.2. Ending Hunger Challenge Badge 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3466e/i3466e.pdf 
 

2.3. Ocean Challenge Badge 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3465e/i3465e.pdf 
 

2.4. Water Challenge Badge 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3225e/i3225e.pdf 
 

2.5. Forest Challenge Badge 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3479e/i3479e.pdf 
 

2.6. Soil Challenge Badge 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3855e.pdf 
 

 
It is expected that the YUNGA Challenge Badge Series will be integrated in the programs and 
activities in completion of the five (5) WSEP Aims. 

http://www.fao.org/yunga/resources/challenge-badges/en/
http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i1885e/i1885e00.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3466e/i3466e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3465e/i3465e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3225e/i3225e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3479e/i3479e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3855e.pdf
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To: International Commissioners 

Scouts go Solar 

Dear Friends, 

The Scouts go Solar (SgS) project is a global environmental project by the World Organization of 

the Scout Movement (WOSM), Greenpeace and Solafrica. Solafrica is a Swiss non-governmental 

organisation which works in close collaboration with the Kandersteg International Scout Centre 

(KISC) in Switzerland. The project aims to raise awareness on climate change and sustainability 

solutions among Scouts and provides age-appropriate learning-by-doing activities on renewable 

energy technology, particularly solar energy. 

The partnership, which started in July 2013, resulted in pilot projects with two National Scout 
Organizations (NSOs) in 2014. The first pilot project was launched in Manila in collaboration with 
the Boy Scouts of the Philippines and the second pilot project was launched in Islamabad in 

collaboration with the Pakistan Boy Scouts Association. Subsequently, training courses for Scout 
leaders and workshops for Scouts were introduced to Scout groups in Brazil, Côte d'Ivoire, 
Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mexico, Namibia, Pakistan, Peru and the Philippines. 

These workshops and training courses were executed by Solar Ambassadors representing all the 
Scout Regions. Some of them were trained at KISC where they gained practical experience on 
basic solar energy principles and concepts, and learned to assemble a solar torch, use a do-it-

yourself solar suitcase for camps and create a solar campfire. (You may view the short film, Scouts 
Go Solar@KISC, on Youtube™.) 

1. Solar Badge and Solar Energy Handbook

The objectives of the Scouts go Solar project were to launch the Solar Badge 

and the Solar Energy Handbook. The soft launch of the Solar Badge and the 

Solar Energy handbook took place at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree Japan in 
August 2015. Both were officially launched on 16 September 2015 during the 

Asia-Pacific Region Environmental Education in Scouting Workshop in 

Islamabad, Pakistan. 

It is important to note that the Solar Badge (as depicted on the left) is linked 

to the World Scout Environment Badge and assists in the achievement of the third and fourth aim 

of the World Scout Environment Programme (WSEP) (please refer to the attached draft of the Solar 

Badge framework). 

The Solar Energy Handbook is intended to help Scouts and other youth leaders to organise and run 
their own solar energy activities with children and young people. You can download it at 
solafrica.ch/scout-badge or request for a printed version by emailing scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_4e_wqjes0
http://solafrica.ch/scout-badge
mailto:scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch
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2. Scouts go Solar Events

The key message of Scouts go Solar was highlighted at the United Nations climate conference in 
December 2015, during which Scouts organised solar workshops and trainings for the attendees of 

the 11th Conference of Youth (COY11) and the 21st Conference of Parties (COP21). Participants of 
COP21 were also given a copy of the Solar Energy Handbook.  

3. Communication and information channels

Here is a list of the official platforms and information channels where you can get information and 
updates related to the Scouts go Solar project: 

i. Scout.org

 The Scouts go Solar page contains news, stories and links related to the Scouts go Solar 
project.

 At the WSEP page, you will find basic information about the Scouts go Solar project, the
Solar Energy Handbook and links to related sites.

ii. Facebook

 The public Scouts go Solar group is a place for sharing ideas and experiences, and 
collaborating with Solar Scouts from all over the world.

 The public Scouts go Solar page provides information to users interested in the Scouts go
Solar project.

iii. Solafrica.ch
 A variety of contents such as the Solar Energy Handbook and Workbook, and do-it-yourself

construction manuals for the solar projects (including the solar suitcase and campfire), can
be downloaded at this webpage.

iv. Contact point
 Share your questions and thoughts with us by emailing them to scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch.

4. Contributions from NSOs

Solar Ambassadors have already implemented or have started to implement several Solar Scouts 

projects around the world. However, there is much to be done and NSO can contribute by:  

 Introducing the Solar Badge, linking it with the World Scout Environment Badge and
educating your Scouts on the importance of renewable energy.

 Distributing the Solar Energy Handbook flyer (please refer to the attachment) to your local
Scout Groups.

 Training Scouts leaders from your NSO for the role of Solar Ambassadors. The training
courses for Solar Ambassadors is expected to be continued in the future, so if you are
interested, please email scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch.

Let us continue to create awareness and develop the skills and knowledge of Scouts with regard to 

solar energy, and by doing so, contribute to the protection and conservation of the global 
environment.  

Yours sincerely,

Scott A. Teare 

Secretary General, WOSM 

Enclosures: 

- Draft of Solar Badge Framework (English) 
- Solar Energy Handbook Flyer (English) 

http://scout.org/user/52180
https://www.scout.org/wsep
http://scout.org/node/131421
http://www.facebook.com/groups/scoutsgosolar
http://www.facebook.com/ScoutsGoSolar
http://solafrica.ch/scout-badge/
mailto:scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch
mailto:scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch


A	  FRAMEWORK	  FOR	  THE	  SCOUT	  SOLAR	  BADGE	  CHALLENGE	  UNDER	  THE	  WORLD	  SCOUT	  ENVIRONMENT	  
PROGRAMME	  -‐	  Draft	  

Activity	   Objectives  for  various  age  groups	   Notes	  
Under  11	   11  –  14  years	   15+	  

World  Scout  Solar  Badge	  

Sun  is  Life  

Explore  and  understand  the  
importance  of  sun  in  our  planet	  

Identify  the  various  forms  of  
energy,  production  and  use.	  

Demonstrate  how  the  production  
and  use  of  the  various  forms  of  
energy  affect  the  environment.	   The proposed activities for 

the Solar badge correspond 
to the 3rd (The risks of 
harmful substances to the 
people and environment are 
minimized) & 4th (The most 
suitable environmental 
practices are used) aims of 
the World scout environment 
programme.

The  activities  are  designed  
to  adhere  to  the  symbolic  
framework  of  imagination,  
adventure  and  service.  

Sample  activities  can  be  
found  on  the  Solar  energy  
handbook  for  leaders    
available  at  
solafrica.ch/scout-badge  

Activities	  

Sample  activities  in  the  Solar  Energy  Handbook  for  leaders:  Sun  and  life  –  p.  34  –  37  

Dangers  of  the  sun  

Explore  &  understand  the  negative  effects  of  the  sun  on  health	  
Explain  and  demonstrate  how  one  can  protect  oneself  from  the  dangers  
posed  by  the  sun	  

Demonstrate  understanding  of  
Global  warming  &  the  
greenhouse  effect  and  how  our  
activities  increases  them	  

Activities	  

Sample  activities  in  the  Solar  Energy  Handbook  for  leaders:  Impacts  of  the  Sun  on  Health  &  Environment  –  p.  38  -  40	  

Use  of  Solar  energy  

Explain  how  solar  energy  is  used  
in  our  daily  lives	   Explore  the  different  forms  of  solar  energy,  solar  technologies  and  their  use.	  

Activities	  

Sample  activities  in  the  Solar  Energy  Handbook  for  leaders:  Uses  of  Solar  energy  –  p.  41  –  43	  

Scouts  go  Solar  

Demonstrate  understanding  of  various  solar  energy  technologies  through  practical  experiments  and  activities  in  
your  scout  Centre  or  community	  

Activities	  

Sample  activities  in  the  Solar  Energy  Handbook  for  leaders:  Go  Solar!  –  p.  44  -  45	  



The	  Solar	  Energy	  Handbook	  for	  Youth	  Leaders:	  

The	   Solar	   Energy	   Handbook	   is	   designed	   to	   help	   create	   awareness,	   increase	  
knowledge	  and	  develop	   the	   skills	  of	   children	  and	  young	  people	  with	   regard	   to	  
solar	  energy.	  It	  aims	  to	  help	  group	  leaders	  or	  teachers	  to	  identify,	  plan,	  prepare	  
for	   and	   realize	   solar	   learning	   opportunities.	   The	   handbook	   gives	   basic	  
background	  information	  about	  solar	  energy	  and	  describes	  a	  lot	  of	  solar	  activities	  
for	  groups.	  

It	  can	  be	  downloaded	  at	  
solafrica.ch/scout-‐badge	  

Or	  you	  can	  order	  a	  printed	  version	  by	  email:	  
scoutsgosolar@solafrica.ch	  



The	  Solar	  Energy	  Handbook	  is	  part	  of	  the	  Scouts	  go	  Solar	  Project.	  A	  program	  
from	  WOSM	  with	  the	  aim	  to	  solarize	  scouts	  worldwide.	  

The	   World	   Organization	   of	   the	   Scout	   Movement	   endorses	   the	   Solar	   Energy	  
Handbook	   as	   an	   educational	   badge	   framework	   for	   use	   by	   Scouts	   around	   the	  
world,	  who	  may	  adapt	  it	  as	  necessary	  to	  their	  local	  needs	  and	  requirements.	  

The	  Solar	  Badge	  (see	  picture)	  is	  linked	  to	  the	  World	  Scout	  
Environment	  Badge,	  assisting	  in	  the	  achievement	  of	  the	  
third	  and	  fourth	  aims	  of	  the	  WSEP	  Framework,	  therefore	  
the	  solar	  badge	  is	  considered	  a	  badge	  linked	  to	  the	  WSEP.	  

Translations	  to	  other	  languages	  will	  be	  available	  soon.	  

Get	  your	  copy	  of	  the	  Solar	  Energy	  Handbook	  today!	  

And	  start	  solarizing	  your	  Region	  as	  well!	  

The	  Solar	  Energy	  Handbook	  has	  been	  developed	  by	  Solafrica	  with	  support	  of	  
Greenpeace,	  and	  is	  endorsed	  by	  WOSM	  and	  YUNGA.	  
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